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"To all perfection | see a limit, but your commands are boundless." Psalm 119:96

Read this. Remember this. There is no perfection, but in Christ! Christ was with the Word, and
WAS the Word. [John 1]

The writer of this 119th psalm, was dealing with reality. He was writing about the existence of his
life, and how far it fell short of perfection. Even in the best of moments, he realized that only the Lord
knows perfection...only the Lord's Law [teachings, wisdom and grace] holds perfection.

I've been told | am a frustrated perfectionist. That is true on so many levels, and at times, quite far
from the truth. As the pastoral leader of the church, I've been raised, taught, and have tried to live this
thought: You give the Lord your best. Period. You give God your best work; your best gift; your best
effort; your best 'return' on the gifts He has given you. | strive to lead the staff and church in this same
direction.

But, mistakes happen. Humans err. Because we are not perfect, our work is not always
perfect. Our attitudes are not always perfect. Our message is not always clear, as hard as we try to
make it so.

| assisted in a wedding this past weekend at FUMC Dallas, Texas. [l want to thank Brother
Michael for leading the church so well in my absence ~ | know you all received a blessing!] No telling
how many hours, resources, and talents had been poured into this momentous occasion for this
couple. Everything was beautiful, the bride radiant, the groom happy, and the sanctuary full of
supportive and loving friends and family.

But, one thing happened to keep this event from being 'perfect.’ The sound system 'reverbed' the
entire service. My heart sank for them. It wasn't horrible, but it was rather annoying. The other
ministers and wedding party made it through, and carried on with the service.

It took me back to our own wedding. The middle rank of the organ went 'out." The air conditioner
vent blew in such a direction that one candlelabrum had candles which melted lower than the
other. Just a couple of minor 'glitches,' but certainly nothing to amount to anything, and certainly not
enough to dampen our spirits that day. It was truly a joyful day in Christ.

And, | know that is how this young couple felt, too. Perfection shall not be attained in our lifetime in
any human being, but we are going 'on to perfection,' as John Wesley preached so long ago.

In the Old Testament, there were laws to try to guide the sinners toward perfect sacrifices, but
even, they could not relieve the guilt on the hearts of the people. True perfection comes in the
purifying of the heart, which only Christ can give. Christ, without sin, was the perfect sacrifice for our
sins. And, that came from God's perfect love for us. And that perfect love dwelt in the heart and life of
Christ, that He would go to the Cross for us, that our sins would be forgiven, and our lives redeemed
eternally.

| believe in giving excellence: Excellence in ministry and excellence in peaceful living through love
and giving. My focus for doing that is Christ. If you and | ever allow our eyes to stray from Christ as
our focus, we will not achieve peace nor perfection.

In this world, there is no perfection. Does that mean we should not strive for excellence, and
toward perfection? No! It DOES mean we look to Christ to attain it. Jesus is our model for
living. Jesus is Lord of our lives. Jesus is ruler of our hearts. Jesus is pure perfection, for Jesus is of
God.

Our hope is in the fact that we have been made in the image of God. Perfection will be our eternal
Hope.

See you Sunday in the place where we shall worship in perfect peace and thanksgiving, our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ!
Sister Mary
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Thoughts on Worship

Reverence in Worship

Reverence is defined as "a feeling or attitude of deep respect, love, awe, and esteem, as
for something sacred". (Webster's New Twentieth Century Dictionary) Reverence is honor or
respect felt or shown. In worship, reverence is to be directed toward God. To God belongs
honor as stated in 1st Timothy 1:17:"Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only
God, be honor and glory, for ever and ever". Respect is due Him because of His love; "But
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us".
(Romans 5:8) Respect is also due God because of His wrath; " Therefore, since we are
receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God
acceptably with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire" (Hebrews 12: 28-29).

Proper expression of a reverent attitude toward God reveals the character of the heart.
Jesus, when instructing the disciples how they ought to pray, taught them to address God:
"Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name" (Matthew 6:9). David further said of
God: "Holy and reverend is thy name" (Psalm 111:9). Reverence includes solemnity and
correct form; however, it is possible to be solemn and correct in outward form and still not be
reverent. The reverent attitude that is to characterize every worshiper of God comes from
within the individual who realizes the love of God is upon the obedient, but the wrath of God
is upon the disobedient. Reverence for God precludes a casual attitude toward sacred things
and immersion in the world with absorption by that which is foul. Some persons have lost
sight of Almighty God's greatness, and consider God to be no greater than themselves.
Each of us is to examine our own lives for any evidence of dishonor, and finding any such
evidence, change our attitude toward God.

The idea of reverence toward God and Christ manifests itself in life change. In 2nd
Corinthians 7:1, we read: "Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves
from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for
God". In addition to perfecting holiness, we are taught to "submit to one another out of
reverence for Christ" (Ephesians 5:21) and to obey, "Slaves, obey your earthly masters with
respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ" (Ephesians 6:5).
The New Testament meaning of reverence speaks of heart attitude and obedience rather
than a particular form or expression of worship.

In summary, the Bible tells us that a) reverent worship is more a heart attitude and result-
ing lifestyle than a particular form of congregational worship; (b) the Old and New Testaments
encourage a wide variety of expressions, both vocal and physical, as means of authentic
worship; (c) expressions of worship in both the Old and New Testaments are often
celebratory in nature; and (d) the guiding principle is: "Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms,
hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God" (Colossians 3:16).

If we use these guidelines and determine in our hearts to offer worship that is
well-pleasing to God, we will successfully "worship in spirit and in truth" (John 4:24).

- Vernell Berry
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With the start of the new school
year and buses running, we
too, need to start a van ministry
to pick up children and/or adults
who need a ride to morning
and/or evening services. We
also need van drivers. If you
are interested in driving a van,
or need a ride, please sign up
on the perforated tab in the
bulletin, or call the office at
268-5159.

Extra! Extral
Plans are being made to start a
St. Paul United Methodist
“Walk to Emmaus” Reunion
Group.

Everyone who has been
through the Emmaus and/or
Chrysalis retreat and wishes to
share in celebration and
fellowship, please contact
Martha Kahland at 388-3180.

DeColores

Pastor’s Messages

September 5
(Holy Communion)
“The Man Who Sought Communion”
Luke 19:1-10

September 12
Sister Mary Preaching Homecoming Services Away
Danny Townsend, Lay Speaker @ First Breath
Rev. Michael Bolin @ Glorious

September 19
(Stressless Sunday)
“Blind Faith”
John 9:1-12

September 26
(Children’s Sabbath)
“The Art of Christian Parenting”
1 Corinthians 4:14-21

Shower for SPUMC Kitchen
' A kitchen shower for the church kitchen is
being hosted by UMW from 1:30 -

3:00 pm on Sunday, September 26th.
Our kitchen is in need of a lot of updating on some
items in the kitchen. We are registered at Wal-Mart.

A complete list will be in the Narthex & Kitchen &

next to the office, or call Lynda Gill at 230-3078.

&

Don'’t forget to take your can goods ===
to Good Samaritan on Tuesdays or [EiF| Eiial
Fridays between 1 - 4 pm. TR

September Mission ’
Little Saints Child l&
Development Center

50 Plus will start Thursday, September 9th at
11:00 am. with Brother Michael sharing a

testimony. Please come and enjoy the
fellowship and great food!



http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=+Emmaus+clipart
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Upcoming Classes to offer
John Wayne Bible Study - Estate Planning - Making Marriage Work
Parenting Classes Alpha Disciple Bible Study - Sister/Friendz

Small Groups:
Prayer & Devotional Fellowship Group - Dinner & A Movie
Women’s Lunch Bunch - Health & Exercise Class
Book Review - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Wired Word - Internet Bible Study - Supper Club - Drama Team
Scrapbooking - Walking Club - Art Classes
New Comer Team - and other interests.

We are in GREAT need of van drivers for the Wacky Wednesday program. The time
is 2:30 to 3:15 on Wednesdays. There needs to be 2 people per van and the children will
have signed transportation forms on file at the schools. Please contact Jennifer at
268-7440 or 281-7942. We also need volunteers for snacks & Tutoring.

The acolytes do such a great job each Sunday! To show our appreciation, the church
has purchased them new candle lighters and new robes. The acolytes would like to thank
the memorial committee for the candle lighters. A special thank you to Linda Harris, for
supplying the materials and making the new robes. Thank you all for making the acolytes
feel so special.

Please take notice of the changes we have

for our Wednesday Night Live Schedule.
Wednesday, September 8
3:30 pm Children’s snack time .
4:15 pm  Children’s Choir UM Beliefs Class
4:30 pm Glory Bells Tuesday, September 7th
5:00 pm  Saint Paul Cafe at 5:30 pm. This class will

5:00 pm  Children’s Supper be taught by Rev. Mary Hilliard.
5:30 pm Children’s Classes

6:00 pm Oxygen Band Rehearsal
6:00 pm Oxygen Singers (If needed)
6:00 pm Adult Classes

6:00 pm Youth Meeting

6:30 pm Children’s Tutoring

Wednesday, September 8th, we will have our first Wednesday Night Saint Paul Café,
with the UMW having Spaghetti. All children and youth will eat for free

i n the Sanctuary. UMWG6s fundr ai s effr

Please support your Little Saints! This September, St. Paul’s Mission
focus is Little Saints Child Development Center. We are in need of
Laundry Detergent, Apple Juice, Kleenex, Baby Wipes, Glue Sticks,

Crayons and Liquid Hand Soap. Thank you for your donations.
Ms. Ryan
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Here are the activities for the
mont h of Septemb
September 5th - No Second Breath
Service. Youth will be attending the
Travelers Game.

We greatly appreciate
of game day tickets for our trip this
Sunday.
9 Departure at 1:00 pm.
9 Money required for food & drink.
9 Admission paid.
1 Adults are invited to attend.
1 Parents notified upon return.
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING
THE GAME THERE IS A POST
GAME CONCERT.
Please be aware our time to

return
September 8th - Wednesday Night
Live will start up again.
September 19th - Youth Council will
meet 12 -1 pm in the Wesley Class
Room.
St. Paul UMC Youth would like to
thank Randy Brister, Beth Evans and
the Puppet Ministry, and Susan
Bucher for their gifts and graces in
conduct2imBg efat h
past Sunday night.
We had a total of 31, youth and

counselors attend the bowling trip to
Cabot.

Se thwi

Ji m Ligifte $ 15

wi il s thee @i

Labor Day weekend is upon us and with its
arrival, we must acknowledgement the first

h [twe weeks of school have passed.

How many new friends do you have? Are you
involved in sports? Do you participate in the
band? Is your first vehicle a new Camaro?
Does your boyfriend have a jacked-up 4x47?
Is your girlfriend a cheerleader?

| guess what I'm asking is: What is it that
makes you cool and all the others LOOOS-
ERS? Have you ever noticed yourself being
focused on the group that we want to move
up to in order to further our popularity

genda, instead of down at the groups who
apparently aren't worthy of our time and
attention?

Let’s see what Jesus says about trying to be
cool and overlooking the LOOOSERS...
"You're familiar with the old written law, 'Love
your friend," and its unwritten companion,
'Hate your enemy.’ I'm challenging that. I'm
telling you to love your enemies. Let them
bring out the best in you, not the worst. When
someone gives you a hard time, respond with
the energies of prayer, for then you are
working out of your true selves, your
God-created selves. This is what God does.
He gives his best-the sun to warm and the
rain to nourish-to everyone, regardless: the
good and bad, the nice and nasty. If all you
do is love the lovable, do you expect a
bonus? Anybody can do that. If you simply
say hello to those who greet you, do you
expect a medal? Any run-of-the-mill sinner
does that. "In a word, what I'm saying is,
Grow up. You're kingdom subjects. Now live
like it. Live out your God-created identity. Live
generously and graciously toward others, the
way God lives toward you" (Matthew 5:43-
47). The Message Bible

Put simply, Jesus is saying that if you follow
[¢Hieh,gou do not play favorites. You do not
have an agenda to climb the popularity
ladder, and you have permanently dropped
out of the "I think I'm cooler than you" way of
thinking.

Bro Michael
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‘ Weekly Schedule \

St Paul United Methodist ChurchHours 8:00 am to 3:00 pm MF

Office 501-268-5159

Email: stpumc@sbcglobal.net

Web Site: spumcsearcy.corr Saint Paul United Methodist ChurchSearcy Arkansas

Last Sunday Attendance
“First Breath” 8:50 am 103
“Glorious” 10:50 am 170
“Second Breath” 6:00 pm 25
298
Sunday School 179

Volunteers for Church Services
Jonathandéds Child Vol un
Sep 05 - Shelly Gross
Sep 12 - Anne Dixon
SS Nursery Helpers
Sep 05 - Danita Fiscus
Sep 12 - Martha Stephenson
10:50 Service Nursery Helper
Sep 05 - Sharron Alcantar
Sep 12 - Alice Barker

Ushers:

8: 50 AFirst Breatho Seg
Sep 05 - Mike & Theresa Hurley

Sep 12 - Jerry Gooch & Jeff Roberts

10: 50 AGlIloriousodo Servi

Sep05-Team 7

Al Fiscus, Mike Tableriou,

Harry Szafranski, Mike Szafranski

Sep 12 -Team 1

Liturgist:

Sep 05 - Rev. Michael Bolin

Sep 12 - Lee Stephenson
Childrenbés Moment s:
Sep 05 - Rev. Mary Hilliard (Both Services)
Communion Servers:

Sep05-AFi r st - Bere&kKelly Yaughn
Sep05-A Gl o r-iJahm & Martha Kahland
Acolytes:

Sep 05 - Rachel Lawrence & Kayla Wise

Sep 12 - Evan & Eli Cranford

This Week at a Glance

Sunday, September 5
Holy Communion
8:00 am Oxygen Band/Singers
8:50 am “First Breath” Worship Service
9:45 am Sunday School
10:50 am “Glorious” Worship Service
1:00 pm Youth going to Travelers Game
4:30 pm Puppet Practice
:30 pm  Youth Snack/Group (7-12)
onday, September 6
Office Closed for Labor Day
7:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous
Tuesday, September 7
1:30 pm  Dominos
5:30 pm UM Beliefs Class
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Practice
Wednesday, September 8
3:30 pm Children’s snack time
4:15 pm Children’s Choir
4:30 pm Glory Bells
5:00 pm Saint Paul Café
- 8:00p@d Children’s Supper
5:30 pm Children’s Classes
6:00 pm Oxygen Band Rehearsal
6:00 pm Oxygen Singers (If needed)
B:00 pm Adult Classes
6:00 pm Youth Meeting
6:30 pm Children’s Tutoring
Thursday, September 9
11:00 am 50 Plus
1:00 pm Chrismon Class
Friday, September 10
7:30 pm Narcotics Anonymous
Saturday, September 11
Sunday, September 12
8:00 am Oxygen Band/Singers
8:50 am “First Breath” Worship Service
9:45 am Sunday School
10:50 am “Glorious” Worship Service
4:30 pm Puppet Practice
6:00 pm “Second Breath” (Youth Led)
6:30 pm  Youth Snack/Group (7-12)
7:15 pm Youth Choir

\J




Sharing News Page 7

Please add to your prayers:

Our Military:
Logan Allen

Carol Gallaway 9-6
David Cranmer 9-8
Lisa Douglas 9-10

(Nephew of Sue Cranmer and
grandson of Lois Fowler)
Jessica Parrott

Aaron Hurst (Nephew of Terry Hurst) Judy Haile 9-11
John Howerton (Grandson of Bryan & Jean
Howerton) . .
Our shut-ins: ~ Don & Helen Haney Jerry & Elaine Carlin 9-6-67
Ken & Sandy Horne 9-8
Billy & Ginger Ball 9-8
Ki dés News Al & Danita Fiscus 9-8-84

View web site
www.spumcsearcy.com for Dick Gallaway
chil drenbés act|lijlvi fTim&PaBeagcangp C
friendly web sites. For information
contact Jennifer Pike at
jennifer.stpaul@ymail.com
or 268-7440.

Memorials

SPUMC Facebook Site

Saint Paul United Methodist
Church - Searcy, Arkansas

Chrismon class:
Thursdays 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Can you believe it’s time to jump on
the band wagon again? Speaking of
a Band Wagon - we need a van

driver to pick-up choir members on

Our Budget

Tuesday evenings. Several of our General Fund received 08/29 $6,635.39
members cannot drive at night any-

more. | will be responsible for get- Needed each week General $8,523.00
ting;htﬁm hOff;e- Th?refogeb(l)v;og(ljd Building Fund received 08/29 $1,370.00
nee € van 1o run trrom o:UU-/: A

on Tuesday evenings. (Great transi- | | Needed each week Building $1,500.00
tion from band wagon to van, huh?) Year to date average (combined) $9,796.58

Anyway, our choir needs your help.
Please, we want to be the best we
can be! Call Susan Bucher at
207-2111

Remaining Balance on principle 8/20 $316,573.61

Faith Investment 2010 Budget:

$443,198.00
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St. Paul UMC Mission Statement:
Saint Paul United Methodist Church of
Searcy, Arkansas commits to being an
open, inviting witness to all, offering the
love of God, the grace of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, the communion
and fellowship of the Holy Spirit, and
welcoming hospitality to everyone,
through:
~ Inspirational Worship
~ Nurturing faith through Christian

Education opportunities
~ Offering care to those in need
~ Increasing laity involvement
~ Being a giving Church

Members in Ministry
Each week we will give God thanks for a
St. Paul member in ministry. It is our goal
for every member to be in ministry for
Jesus Christ.
This week we recognize
Virginia Noah
She has not been a member for very long,
but she has been a tremendous help in
the office in running copies, putting folders
together, getting information in sequence
just to name a few things she has done.
Virginia helped with VBS decorations and
is a devoted member of UMW.
Thanks Virginia!

This newsletter is published by
St. Paul United Methodist Church
Searcy, Arkansas
Publisher - Sharron Alcantar

Editor - Rev. Mary Susan Hilliard

Deadline for information for the next
newsletter is due no later than Tuesday at
noon. Turn into the office, or e-mail
stpumc@sbcglobal.net or
phone 268-5159




